
7th & 8th Grade Syllabus 2019-2020 

 

How to be successful in 7th & 8th grade 

 Come to class prepared and ready to work. 

 Show respect to yourselves, your classmates, your teacher, and this 

building.  

 Use technology appropriately.  Everything on your Chromebooks will be 

monitored by the school.  Having this awesome technology to use in class is a 

privilege.  Do not abuse it.  If technology is not being used responsibly, it can 

be taken.   

 Have a positive attitude!  We can either make ourselves happy, or make 

ourselves miserable.  It takes the same amount of effort.  
 

Late Work Policy 

 Excused absences will be taken into consideration under this policy. 

 Grades will be published by Monday morning. You will have until Friday of 

that same week to turn in your late work. If it is not turned in, then that 

assignment becomes a zero.  You cannot make up an assignment once it has 

become a zero in the gradebook. 

 If you have late work, then the highest grade you can receive is a 70%. 
 

English 

 Classwork 40% 

o Journal Entries 

o Assignments 

o Participation 

 Assessments 60% 

o Essays 

o Projects 

o Presentations 
 

General Music 

The purpose of this class is to provide opportunities for students to explore and 

experience music, particularly as a consumer and producer.  Areas of study will 



include world music, music of popular culture, music history, vocal and instrumental 

styles of music, music literacy and composition, and music technology. 

 Assessments (quizzes, tests, projects)-60% 

 Participation (discussing, singing, playing, reading and/or listening)-40% 

 Please read your email regularly for updates/information and, when 

appropriate, respond to email in a timely manner. 
 

Math 

 Assessments- 60% 

 Daily Work- 40% 

 Refer to teacher page 
 

Reading 

 Proficient- 60% 

 Practice- 40% 

 Refer to teacher page 
 

Science 

Science will look a little different this year as it has been changed to a new 

program called “Amplify”.  Students will be using their chrome books on a daily 

basis. Following are the highlights of the courses: 

7th Science:  Harnessing Human Energy- Force & Motion, Magnetic Fields- Phase 

Change- Populations & Resources- Matter & Energy in Ecosystems - Earth, Moon, & 

Sun 

8th Science:  Geology on Mars- Weather Patterns- Ocean, Atmosphere & Climate- 

Light Waves- Natural Selection- Evolutionary History 

Grading:  Participation = 20%  

Homework/On the Fly Assessments =20%   

Major Assessments= 60% 

Social Studies 

Understanding the world around you and using deductive thinking strategies are 

lifelong skills that can be challenging work for many people, but are also a crucial 

part of your continued success in school and beyond.  This class will provide you 

with the tools and skills you need to be a better student and a more informed 

global citizen.   

In 7th grade Global Studies, we will learn about people, places, and environments 

in different regions of the world with an emphasis on Africa, Asia, and Oceania. 



Students will review how to use maps and other geographic tools to acquire, 

process, and synthesize information. In each unit of study, we will examine a 

region’s characteristics, history, and culture so as to better understand the world 

in which we live. 

In 8th grade United States History, we will cover the time period from early 

North American Colonial Settlers through the Civil War and Reconstruction.  We 

will also put an emphasis on how the eras of history we are studying connect to 

modern day current events. 

We are trying something new for 8th grade.  Papers will be graded individually 

within a unit.  The expectation is that students keep those graded papers.  At the 

end of the unit, those papers in addition to notes will then be handed in as a packet 

for a unit grade of a B in the category of daily practice.  If students would like an 

A on the unit grade,  they will be able to choose a project from the choice board to 

complete.  Students will have one work day, that I will designate,  toward the 

beginning of each unit to choose and work on this project.  The rest of the work 

time for the project will be in study hall or at home.  They will have the timeframe 

of the entire unit to complete this project. 

Grading 7th and 8th grade 

Grades will be divided into two categories,  assessment and daily practice.  

Assessments will be worth 60% of the class grade and Daily Practice will be worth 

40%.  There will be some assigned projects that will be graded as assessments. 

Remember, I am here to help you through this school year.  I believe that you will 

achieve amazing things.  I am usually available before school, after school or 2nd 

hour if you need to make an appointment to receive help on any of your 

assignments. 

Please refer to my teacher page for weekly assignments and announcements. 
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