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“District Details”…a few notes from Superintendent Elwood 
Facility Planning Committee Holds “Kickoff” 
Meeting 
 

A facility planning ‘kickoff’ meeting was held on Janu-
ary 25, 2017.  The facility planning committee is com-
prised of 40+ volunteers made up of parents, grand-
parents, community members, school staff and 
school board members.  The meeting was facilitated 
by architects from BCDM [Pat Carson, Bob Mabrey & 
Nick Bender] and Superintendent Elwood.   The facili-
ty planning committee was provided an overview of 
the planning process and timeline, discussed the 
questions “How did we arrive at this point?” and “Why 
start now?”, organized into planning teams focused 
on four specific areas and answered questions posed 
by committee members. 
 

The four areas the planning teams will review are:  1) Additional high school class-
rooms, counseling center, office and storage spaces 2) new auditorium and fine arts 
classrooms 3) update gym, wrestling room, weight room and locker rooms 4) trans-
portation facility and creation of a student pick up lane at the elementary. 
 

During the month of February, the architects will hold programming meetings with 
district staff members that work within the identified areas.  In addition, a survey will 
be distributed to all district employees to gather additional input.  Once these tasks 
are finished, the architects will schedule programming meetings with each of the 
facility planning teams toward the end of February or early March. 
 

The facility planning process will be ongoing during the entire second semester to 
allow for input from a wide array of stakeholders.  If you have questions, or would 
like to get involved with the process, feel free to contact Mr. Elwood at 712-487-
3414 or via email at kelwood@treynorcardinals.org.  

Facility planning committee 
formed, Kickoff Meeting 
held and plans formed to 

solicit additional input from 
district staff and employees! 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Treynor Community School is in the process of forming a Well-
ness Committee, as directed by the Iowa Department of Educa-
tion.  The group will look at the current wellness policy and 
make necessary updates according to the latest Department of 
Education guidelines. 
 

If you are interested in being on this committee, please contact   
Mrs. Lippert by February 10th to provide your name and contact 

information.  Mrs. Lippert can be reached by phone at 712-487-3422, ext. 1112, or 
via email at mlippert@treynorcardinals.org. 
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As the weather begins to change, school cancellations and early dismissals can occur 
at anytime.  If severe weather causes school to be cancelled prior to the start of the 
day, we will try to have information to the media by 6:30 a.m.  In addition to our school 
website, the media outlets that will carry our announcements this year are:  KMA, 
WOWT, KMTV and KETV.   
 
If weather or unforeseen circumstances (loss of power or water) should occur during 
the day and school is dismissed early, PLEASE HAVE A PLAN IN PLACE WITH 
YOUR CHILD.  When early dismissals occur during the day, we usually have limited 
time to get information out and many parents aren’t aware that an early out has taken 
place.  Also, we have over 800 students in the district and only a couple of phone lines in each building.  Don’t 
assume that your child will be able to call you if a decision is made to dismiss school during the regular day.  
Have a plan in place!  The elementary has forms for each parent to keep updated outlining your family’s specif-
ic plan to deal with this type of situation.  Parents of middle school and high school students need to discuss 
with their child what plan of action they will take in the event of al early dismissal during the school day.  Proper 
planning now will provide assurance to you and your child that all will be okay should we ever have an unfore-
seen early dismissal. 
 
Our student information database, JMC, will be used for all school notifications (voice, email, text).  Please 
check your contact information to ensure it is up-to-date so you will receive these messages for school clos-
ings, late starts or early dismissals.  Use the JMC Parent Access portal to check your contact information and 
make any additions or corrections as needed and to indicate how you want to receive notifications. 
 

CAUTION:  Changes in weather arriving soon... 

The Treynor speech program continues to flourish under the direction of head speech coach Lori Burton.  This 
year we have over 55 students participating in large group and individual speech.  Due to the continued growth 
and hard work of our students and coaches the expectations are once again set high for our thespians.  District 
Large Group was held at Abraham Lincoln High School on January 21.  After a day of outstanding performanc-
es, 10 groups qualified for State Large Group.  The State event will be held on February 4 at West Des Moines 
Valley High School.  Congratulations to Coach Burton, our dedicated assistant coaches [Julie Showalter, 
Travis Graham, Erin Coughlin, Bailey Riley and Diana Crouch] and all the speech students on their success 
thus far.  As Large Group starts to wind down Individual speech will be kicking off soon.  When you get a 
chance, stop by one of the upcoming contests to support our speech students. 

February 4  State Large Group  West Des Moines High School  

February 18  Large Group All-State  Iowa State University 

February 25  District Individual Events  Griswold High School 

March 11  State Individual Events   Johnston High School 

March 27  Individual All-State  University of Northern Iowa 

 

Thanks for your continued support of our students, staff, and programs. 

 

Mr. Elwood 

Another successful speech season underway…. 



Another month in the books!  Our students continue to perform at very high levels and have 
enjoyed many different activities including the second round of FAST testing, Invention Con-
vention, Cardinal Branch Bank, K-2 Literacy Night and our second Accelerated Reading Cardi-
nal Cart. 
 
February proves to be very busy as well with our classroom Valentine’s parties as the high-
light.  Finally, we have our last Box Tops for Education submission on February 28th, so 

please send those to school with your children as soon as possible. 
 
As always, please feel free to contact me if you have questions, comments or concerns on happenings here 
at the elementary school! 
 
Mrs. Kay, Principal 
jkay@treynorcardinals.org 

Page 3 Newsletter 

FROM THE ELEMENTARY PRINCIPAL’S DESK 

 
February 1  1:00 Early Dismissal—Teacher Inservice 
February 10  Valentine Classroom Parties, 2:00 p.m. 
February 15  Progress Reports Sent Home 
February 20  No School—Teacher Inservice 
 

Parents/guardians considering the use of the open enrollment option to enroll their child/children in another 
public school district in the state of Iowa should be aware of the following dates: 

March 1, 2017:  the last date for regular open enrollment requests for the 2017-2018 school year, except for 
“good cause” reasons or kindergarten applications. 

Kindergarten applications must be filed on or before September 1 of the school year in which open 
enrollment is requested.  (September 1, 2017 for the 2017-2018 school  year). 

For further details, contact the school Superintendent’s office at 712-487-3414. 

UPCOMING ELEMENTARY EVENTS 

OPEN ENROLLMENT DEADLINE  

BREAKFAST LOGIC! 

Breakfast is a good thing!  When students need to take achievement tests, schools 
strongly urge them to eat breakfast first on testing days.  Why?  Because we know that 
when students eat breakfast, they perform better and are better able to concentrate.  
Yet, on “normal” days, many students fail to eat breakfast; they’re too busy, too tired, or 
just don’t know what to eat. 
 
Let’s help students to perform better every day, by making sure they eat a healthy 
breakfast at home or at school. 
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        February 1 Teacher Inservice—1:00 Dismissal 

        February 15 Progress Reports Due 

        February 20 Teacher Inservice—No School 

        February 24 Middle School Red Hot Dance 
   8:00—10:00 p.m. MS Commons 
  

As we all know, it is never too early to begin teaching children how to be caring, confident, 
self-aware and respectful of those around them.  Parents are a child’s first teacher in teach-
ing character lessons and those of us in the educational environment know exactly how important this job is 
and how much it pays off for all of us by the time these kids get to our building.  Below are five tips LaPetite 
Academy shares with parents on how to raise “Kids of Character”. 

 Volunteer with your child.  By making community service a regular part of your child’s life,  you reinforce 
the importance of giving to others/sharing and help him or her develop a greater awareness of the world 
and the diversity of people in it.  Volunteer outings together also provide great opportunities to spend quali-
ty time together as a family.  At LaPetite , kids are asked to join with parents in two annual fundraising 
events per year for the Make-A-Wish Foundation.  The events are not only fun family activities, but also 
raise considerable money for a worthy cause. 

 Treat others as you’d like your child to treat them.  You are your child’s first and most influential teach-
er and they are always watching you.  “Modeling” your own kind and caring behavior towards friends and 
relatives is an effective way to teach your children how to be good to others.  Show what being a good 
friend is about and tell your children how to treat people with kindness and respect. 

 Be your child’s problem “helper” versus problem solver.  Guide and support your children as they 
work through conflicts or struggles, but avoid doing for them what they have the skills to accomplish on 
their own.  Rather than anticipating and dissolving potential struggles for your child before they happen, 
become a partner and join his/her efforts to work through them together. 

 Encourage your child to be truthful, but focus on correcting behavior versus pressuring them into 
“confessing”.  Children often stretch the truth or make up stories to avoid getting in trouble after misbe-
having.  By rationally focusing on a behavior problem rather than showing disappointment about your 
child’s cover-up/lie, you send a direct message that he or she shouldn’t fear being disciplined and thus tell-
ing a story is not necessary. 

 Engage and involve your child in everyday tasks.  Asking for their help makes children feel useful and 
important.  By regularly involving your child in age-appropriate jobs with you, you’re helping him/her devel-
op a sense of responsibility and familiarity working with others. 

 

Middle School “Red Hot Dance” 

The dance is on Friday, February 24th from 8-10:00 p.m. in the Middle School Commons area.  The cost is $3 
per person.  Students are to dress semi-formal, which simply means “NO JEANS”.  (Ex:  Boys wear khakis/nice 
shirt and Girls:  slacks/dress/shirt are all fine).  This dance is sponsored by the Middle School Student Council.  
We  hope that everyone will attend! 

NOTES FROM THE MIDDLE SCHOOL PRINCIPAL….. 
 MRS. BERENS 

Middle School 
students encour-
aged to be “Kids 

of Character”! 
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As the month of January has passed and the cold days of winter are here, our 
students continue to excel.  Our extracurricular activities are having excellent 
seasons.  The Speech team traveled to Council Bluffs Abraham Lincoln High 
School on Saturday, January 21 to compete in the District Large Group Speech 
contest.  57 students performed in 15 events with 10 of those events receiving 
Division I ratings which qualify them for the State competition in West Des 
Moines on Saturday, February 4.  Great job and good luck at the State competi-
tion! 
 

Division I Ratings/State Qualifiers 
 
Choral Reading    TV News    Readers Theatre 
Jordan Lowe    Casey Black    Morgan Showalter 
Kirsten Lunn    Jordan Lowe    Aly Anderson 
Allison Green    Madison Weber    Clare Travis 
Kalee Cross    Hailey Faubel    Klara Ticer 
Bailey Andersen    Alora Nowlin    Kyla Mittan 
Cameron Graber    Mitchell Griffin    Hailey Rochleau 
LeeAnn Wesley         Anna Reelfs 
Jordan Utterback   Improv Varsity #1 
Garrett Pryor    McKayla Olsen    Improv Varsity #2 
Alex Lowe    Emily Owens    Dom Vacanti 
     Brendan Mass    Gabe Carolus 
Short Film    Tyler Radcliff    Payton Livengood 
Griffen Kline    Griffen Kline    Emily Sutherland 
Tyler Radcliff         Morgan Showalter 
McKayla Olsen    Improv Varsity #3    
Max Schweer    Zach Mass    Ensemble Acting #1 
Hailey Rochleau    Sarah Fremstad    Payton Livengood 
Kalee Cross    Molly Griffin    Emily Sutherland 
     Broc Livengood    Broc Livengood 
Musical Theatre    Jordan Finnegan 
Jordan Utterback 
Bailey Andersen    Ensemble Acting #3 
Adrienne Suglia    Katelyn Olson 
Garrett Pryor    Annaliese McCain 
Isabelle Kudron    Sidney Brokman 
 
Congratulations to the Jazz Choir and Jazz Band on their performances at the WIC Jazz Festival on January 
12.  The Jazz Choir placed 2nd and the Jazz Band placed 1st.  Also congratulations to Sam Gregory on receiv-
ing an outstanding soloist award. 
 
As I write this article, the athletic teams are competing well with the girls basketball team rated 2nd in Class 2A 
with a record of 15—0 and in wrestling Sam Gregory is rated #7 in Class 1A at 182 lbs.  I encourage everyone 
to support the extracurricular activities as they finish up their seasons and compete in their postseason tourna-
ments. 
 
 
Gary McNeal 
High School Principal 
 

THOUGHTS FROM THE HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPAL….. 
 MR. MCNEAL 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

JOOI CLUB “SOUPER BOWL” FOOD DRIVE 

The Treynor High School JOOI Club (Junior Optimist Service Club) members will 
be conducting the annual “Souper Bowl” food pantry drive on Super Bowl Sunday, 
February 5th, beginning at 1:30 p.m.  Items to be donated  to the Treynor Food 
Pantry are to be left outside the front entry of Treynor homes by 1:30 p.m.  Items 
needed are canned or packaged food and paper products.   

Sat.—Jan. 28  State Jazz Band Festival @ Lewis Central 
Sat.—Feb. 4  State Large Group Speech @ West Des Moines Valley High School 
   Sectional Wrestling @ Riverside High School 
Mon.—Feb. 6  State Jazz Choir Contest @ Lewis Central High School 
Sat.—Feb. 11  District Wrestling @ Underwood High School 
Mon.—Feb. 13  District Boys Basketball , opponent, site and time to be determined 
Tues.—Feb. 14  Regional Girls Basketball, Here @ 7:00, Treynor vs. winner of West Monona and  
   Maple Valley-Anton-Oto 
Thurs.—Feb. 16  State Wrestling in Des Moines 
Fri.—Feb. 17  State Wrestling in Des Moines 
Sat.—Feb. 18  All State Large Group Speech in Ames  
   State Wrestling in Des Moines 
Sat.—Feb. 25  District Individual Speech Contest @ Griswold High School 

ELEMENTARY NIGHT OF THE ARTS 

 
Plan to visit the Treynor Elementary School on March 9 for Elementary 
Night of the Arts.  Help us celebrate the artistic talents of our youth!  The 
event will be held from 6:30—8:00 p.m. at the Elementary School. 

ST. PAUL PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR OPENING 

St. Paul Lutheran Preschool has an opening for preschool director.  Information available by calling 712-487-
3960 or emailing preschool05@frontiernet.net. Resumes can be mailed to St. Paul Lutheran Preschool, PO 
Box O, 12 1/2 Park St., Treynor, IA  51575 
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“THE PROMISE OF IOWA” CAMPAIGN 

The Board of Directors of the Treynor Community School District has 
passed a resolution in support of “The Promise of Iowa” campaign. 
The goal of the statewide campaign is to focus attention on the future 
of Iowa public school students and to rally support for public education 
in Iowa. 

The campaign’s focus is on building public understanding about the 
work of public schools today, which are innovating to ensure students 
are positioned for success in their futures. Iowa’s future leaders, inno-
vators and citizens are its children. They are “The Promise of Iowa.” 
Their future is created every day by Iowa public schools. Iowa public 
schools develop their potential, strengthen communities, and contrib-
ute to a strong economy. 

Another goal is to encourage Iowans to show their support for the in-
vestments needed to keep our public schools strong. 

Board President Amy Graber said the board’s support of “The Promise of Iowa” campaign is an important step 
in raising awareness statewide about the value of public education in shaping the next generation of Iowa lead-
ers, workers and citizens. The district will share information on public schools statewide, and encourage local 
residents to take part as well.  
 
A campaign website, www.promiseiowa.org, provides more information about how to become involved. 
 
The “Promise” campaign is being coordinated statewide by the Iowa Association of School Boards, a nonprofit 
organization representing the more than 1900 Iowa citizens serving on locally elected school boards.  

 

Lisa Bartusek, Executive Director Iowa Association of School Boards, 
is coming to speak in Treynor 

 
The community is invited to hear Lisa Bartusek, Executive Director Iowa Association of School Boards, as she 
shares the news about Iowa public schools through the Promise of Iowa. She will be speaking on Saturday 
morning, February 25, beginning at 8:15 and ending at 9:00 in the Legion Room of the Treynor Community 
Center.  Ms. Bartusek’s time will not only include prepared comments but also allow time for questions from the 
audience.  

 

The Treynor Optimist Club is hosting Ms. Bartusek’s visit. In the event of bad weather, please listen to KMA 
radio 960 AM or view announcements on local TV stations for possible cancellation notice  

DONORS NEEDED FOR LOCAL BLOOD DRIVE 

The American Red Cross Midwest Region is in need of all blood types.  They strive to 
have a 5-7 day supply of blood ready for distribution every day.  In order to do this, 
500 units of blood must be collected every day. 
 
To donate blood, you must be in good health, be at least 16 years old, weigh at least 
110 pounds, and know the names of all medications you’ve taken in the past 30 days.  
You must bring a form of identification with you, such as your donor card or a driver’s 
license. 
 
Take time to help save a life.  There’s an opportunity waiting for you at the bloodmo-

bile on Wednesday, March 1st.  The blood drive will be held in the east gym of the high school from 8:00 a.m. 
until 2:00 p.m.   To make an appointment, call Cory Young at 712-487-3181 ext. 1121 or Marcia Lippert at 
712-487-3422, ext. 1112. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
1:00 EARLY 
DISMISSAL 
TEACHER 

INSERVICE 
 

2 
JH G BB  T-C 
Here 4:15 
JH Wrestling @ 
Riverside  4:15 
G/B  JV/Var  
BB  Griswold 
Here 6:00/7:15 

3 
9th B BB Mo 
Valley Here 4:30 
JV/V G & B BB 
Mo Valley Here  
6:00/7:15 

4  
State Large 
Group Speech @ 
West Des Moines 
Valley 
Sect. Wrestling 
Tournament @ 
Riverside 12:00 

5 
 
 

6 
State Jazz Choir @ 
L.C.; JH G BB @ 
Riverside 4:15; JH 
Wrestling @ 
AHSTW 4:15 
9th/JV/V BB 
AHSTW Here 
4:30/6:00/7:15 

7   
JV/V G & B 
BB @ River-
side  
6:00/7:15 

8    9  
JH Girls BB  
Griswold Here 
4:15 
JH Wrestling 
@ Riverside 
4:15 
 

10 
Elem. Valentine  
Parties 2:00 
9th B BB  @ 
Atlantic  4:30 
JV/Var Boys BB  
@ Atlantic  
6:00/7:45 

11 
District Wrestling 
@ Underwood 
12:00 
 

12 
 

13  
JH G BB  @ AHST  
4:15 
JH Wrestling  Here  
4:15 
B District BB 
HS Track Practice 
Begins 
Board Mtg. 6:30 

14 
Girls  
Regional BB  

15  
Progress 
Reports 
Sent Home 

16 
JH Girls BB  
Here Audubon 
4:15 
State Wrestling 
in Des Moines 
Boys District 
Basketball  

17  

State Wrestling 
in Des Moines 
Girls Regional 
Basketball  

18 
Large Group 
All State Speech 
@ Ames 
State Wrestling 
in Des Moines 

19 
 

20   
NO SCHOOL 
INSERVICE 

Dist. Jazz @ 
Glenwood 
Girls Regional 
Basketball  

21  
Boys District 
Basketball 
  

22   

 
 

23  
2nd Grade 
Vocal Concert 
in West Gym 
@ 7:00 
 

24 
JH Girls BB  
Wilson MS 4:00  
7th Grade Here 
8th Grade There 
MS Red Hot 
Dance 8-10:00 
 

25  
District Individu-
al Speech @ 
Griswold 
Boys Sub-State 
Basketball 

26 27 
Girls State  
Basketball in 
Des Moines 

28 
Soup & 
Speeches in 
MS Com-
mons 

    

February 2017 
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Happy Valentine’s Day!    



 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
 

 1 
Blood Drive 
in East Gym 
8:00—2:00 

 2 
Girls State 
Basketball in 
Des Moines 
 

 

3 
Girls State 
Basketball in 
Des Moines 

 
 

4 
NHS Induction 
Ceremony @ 
2:00 in Auditori-
um 

5 
 

6  
Boys State 
Basketball in 
Des Moines 

7  
Elem/JH 
Honor Choir 
Here 
Boys State  
Basketball in 
Des Moines 

8 
1:00 Early 

Dismissal—
Teacher 
Inservice 

 
 

9  
Boys State 
Basketball in 
Des Moines 
Elementary 
Night of the 
Arts 6:30—
8:00 

10 
 Boys State 
Basketball in 
Des Moines 

11 
Individual State 
Speech @ John-
ston 
 

12 
 

13  
G & B Golf & 
Boys Soccer 
Practices Begin 
Board Meeting 

14   

Pops Concert 
5:30 p.m. 

15   
Quiz Bowl @ 
AHSTW 2:00 

16  
WIC Weight-
lifting Champ-
tionships @ 
Mo Valley 
4:30 
 

17 
1:00 Early 

Dismissal—
End of  
Quarter 

18 
 
 

19 
 

 

20 
JH Honor Choir 
& WIC HS Inst. 
Fest @ IKM-M 
12:30 
Girls Soccer 
Practice Begins 
Begin 4th  
Quarter 

21 
2:00  

Dismissal  
Parent- 
Teacher 

Conferences 
4:00—8:00 

22   

Music Dept. 
Chicago Tour 

23 
2:00  

Dismissal 
Parent- 
Teacher 

Conferences 
4:00—8:00 

Music-Chicago 

24 
 

NO 
SCHOOL 

Music Dept.  
Chicago Tour 

25  
Music Dept. 
Chicago Tour 

26  

 

 

 

27  
All State Indi-
vidual Speech 
in Cedar Falls 

28  

Jazz Choir 
Championships 
@ W DM  
Valley  
Boys Track @ 
Audubon 

29 
1:00 Early 
Dismissal 
Teacher 
Inservice 

30 
Girls Track @ 
Audubon 

31 
JV/Var Boys 
Soccer Mo Val-
ley Here 
5:00/6:30 
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Happy St. Patrick’s Day! 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Treynor Community School does not 
discriminate in its’ policies or programs 
on the basis of race, color, creed, reli-
gion, age, sex, handicap, national origin, 
marital status, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, socio-economic status or ances-
try.   Treynor Schools supports Affirma-
tive Action and Equal Opportunity Em-
ployment. 

PO Box 369 
Treynor, IA 51575 

Phone: 712-487-3414 
Fax: 712-487-3332 

We’re on the Web! 

www.treynorschools.org 

Treynor Community 
School 

POSTAL CUSTOMER 

PARENTS—CHECK LUNCH BALANCES! 

If you are feeling the winter blues, get out of the house and catch a concert!  Second 
grade will present their vocal concert on Thursday, Feb. 23rd at 7:00 in the west gym. 
 
Soup & Speeches will be held on Tuesday, Feb. 28th and will highlight some or our 
award winning speech participants along with a soup supper. 
 
The Pops Concert is scheduled for Tuesday, March 14th beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the 
west gym.  This will include a meal along with small groups, jazz choir and jazz band.  
Get out of the house and support the arts! 

CABIN FEVER?  CHECK OUT OUR FINE ARTS! 

Low lunch balance notices are given to students and also emailed to parents.  Please make sure your email 
address in our database is correct in order for you to receive these notices.  Students need to maintain a posi-
tive balance in their lunch account.  If at any time you would like to complete a free and reduced price lunch 
application, contact the Superintendent’s office.  If you have any questions regarding your student’s lunch ac-
count, please contact any of the school offices.   


