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NEWSLETTER 

“District Details”…a few notes from Superintendent Elwood 
2015-16 School Calendar 
 
As the 2015 legislative session gets underway, the news out 
of Des Moines has focused on school start dates and funding 
for education.  Iowa Code currently states schools cannot 
begin prior to the week of September 1  unless the local 
Board of Education requests a waiver from the Department of 
Education.  For years, this has been the standard procedure 
and 99% of schools each year apply and receive the waiver.  
However, this year Governor Branstad (along with support of 
the state tourism industry) has indicated that the Department 
of Education should no longer grant waivers and require 
schools to begin the week of September 1. 
 
At Treynor, after years of tweaking our calendar and determining what works for the 
majority of our local families, we traditionally start around mid-August and dismiss 
prior to Memorial Day.  For the 2015-16 school  year, if we follow our traditional cal-
endar, school will begin around August 20 and dismiss around May 20.  However, if 
required by the State to begin per Iowa Code, it is likely we will begin around Sep-
tember 1 and dismiss about June 3. 
 
The current issue in front of legislators is who is best positioned to make decisions 
about the school start date?  Should your local school start date be set by a district’s 
local Board of Education or should it be regulated by the Governor and/or those 
promoting the Iowa State Fair? 
 
Unfortunately, the 2015-16 Treynor school calendar will not be set until the legisla-
ture makes a decision on this issue.  Many legislators are interested in hearing the 
opinion of their constituents.  If you have an opinion on this topic, feel free to share 
your thoughts with the legislators which represent the Treynor School District: 
 
Representative Greg Forristall  Greg.Forristall@legis.iowa.gov 
Senator Tom Shipley   Tom.Shipley@legis.iowa.gov 
 
Another Successful Speech Season Underway…. 
 
The Treynor speech program continues to flourish under the direction of new head 
speech coach, Lori Burton.  This year we have over 60 students participating in 
large group and individual speech.  Due to the continued growth and hard work of 
our students and coaches, the expectations are once again set high for our thespi-
ans.  District Large Group was held at Audubon High School on January 24.  After a 
day of outstanding performances, 11 groups (totaling 45 students) qualified for State 
Large Group.  The State event will be held on February 7 at West Des Moines Val-
ley High School.  Congratulations to Coach Burton, our dedicated assistant coach-
es, and all the speech students on their success thus far.  As Large  Group starts to 
wind down, Individual Speech will be kicking off soon.  When you get a chance, stop 
by one of the upcoming contests to support our speech students. 

School start date for 
2015-16 hinges on 
Iowa legislature’s  

decision. 
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If you are feeling the winter blues, get out of the house and catch a concert!  The high 
school winter concert will be held on Thursday, February 12 at 7:30 p.m. in the auditori-
um.  This concert will feature the high school choir, concert band, jazz choir and jazz 
band. 
 
The Pops Concert is scheduled for Thursday, March 12th beginning at 5:30 p.m. in the 
west gym.  This will include a meal along with small groups, jazz choir and jazz band.  
Get out of the house and support the arts! 

CABIN FEVER?  CATCH A CONCERT! 

As the weather begins to change, school cancellations and early dismissals can occur 
at anytime.  If severe weather causes school to be cancelled prior to the start of the 
day, we will try to have information to the media by 6:30 a.m.  In addition to our school 
website, the media outlets that will carry our announcements this year are:  KMA, 
WOWT, KMTV and KETV.   
 
If weather or unforeseen circumstances (loss of power or water) should occur during 
the day and school is dismissed early, PLEASE HAVE A PLAN IN PLACE WITH 
YOUR CHILD.  When early dismissals occur during the day, we usually have limited 
time to get information out and many parents aren’t aware that an early out has taken 
place.  Also, we have over 750 students in the district and only a couple of phone lines in each building.  Don’t 
assume that your child will be able to call you if a decision is made to dismiss school during the regular day.  
Have a plan in place!  The elementary has forms for each parent to keep updated outlining your family’s specif-
ic plan to deal with this type of situation.  Parents of middle school and high school students need to discuss 
with their child what plan of action they will take in the event of al early dismissal during the school day.  Proper 
planning now will provide assurance to you and your child that all will be okay should we ever have an unfore-
seen early dismissal. 
 
A new Parent Notification system has been purchased to allow Treynor school officials to communicate school 
cancellations, early dismissals, emergency information, activity schedule changes and general notices or an-
nouncements to parents in a timely and efficient manner.  Parents have the ability to sign up and select multi-
ple methods for receiving notifications from the school (direct phone calls with recorded voice messages, text 
messages, emails, text-to-speech, TTY, Facebook, Twitter and RSS).  Check the website for updates regard-
ing this new service and sign up on the webpage by clicking on “Quick Links” and then “Notifications” . 
 

CAUTION:  Changes in weather arriving soon... 

February 7 State Large Group            West Des Moines Valley High  
February 21 Large Group All-State            Iowa State University 
February 28 District Individual Events            Shenandoah High School 
March 14 State Individual Events            Nevada High School 
 
Thanks for your continued support of our students, staff and programs. 
 
Go Cardinals! 
 
Mr. Elwood 

SPEECH CONT’D. 



Another month in the books!  Our students continue to perform at very high levels and have 
enjoyed many different activities including the second round of FAST testing, Kindergarten 
Muffins for Mom, Cardinal Branch Bank, Lunch with Mr. Larsen, Junior Dance Camp, Inven-
tion Convention, Olweus Bullying Prevention Program Kickoff with Josh Drean, our second 
Accelerated Reading Cardinal Cart of the year and Omaha Storm Chasers assembly. 
 
February proves to be very busy as well with our classroom Valentine’s parties as the high-

light.  February 6th marks the date for our Jump Rope for Heart Kickoff assembly.  Finally, we have our last 
Box Tops for Education submission on February 21st, so please send those to school with your children as 
soon as possible. 
 
As always, please feel free to contact me if you have questions, comments or concerns on happenings here 
at the elementary school! 
 
Mr. Larsen, Principal 
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FROM THE ELEMENTARY PRINCIPAL’S DESK 

February 3  Cardinal Branch Bank  9:00—11:00 a.m. 
   Stock Market Game @ 3:30 p.m. 
February 4  Progress Reports Sent Home 
   1:00 Early Dismissal—Teacher Inservice 
February 6  Jump Rope for Heart Kickoff Assembly 
February 12  2nd Grade Pott. Co. Conservation Program 
February 13  Classroom Valentine’s Parties @ 2:15 p.m. 
February 16  No School/Teacher Inservice 
February 27  Jump Rope for Heart event 

Parents/guardians considering the use of the open enrollment option to enroll their child/children in another 
public school district in the state of Iowa should be aware of the following dates: 

March 1, 2015:  the last date for regular open enrollment requests for the 2015-2016 school year, except for 
“good cause” reasons or kindergarten applications. 

Kindergarten applications must be filed on or before September 1 of the school year in which open 
enrollment is requested.  (September 1, 2015 for the 2015-2016 school  year). 

For further details, contact the school Superintendent’s office at 712-487-3414. 

UPCOMING ELEMENTARY EVENTS 

OPEN ENROLLMENT DEADLINE  

ST. PAUL PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION 

 
St. Paul Lutheran Preschool enrollment forms are posted on our website 
www.stpaultreynor.org.  Applications are open to the general public starting January 
31, 2015.  Priority will be given to contracted Extended Preschool students.   
 
If you have any questions, please call or email us at 712-487-3960 or  
preschool05@frontiernet.net. 
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As a high school principal, you receive many professional publications to read 
and derive some understanding regarding education. After reading an article in 
one of those publications, I began to think on how the article relates to Treynor 
High School and our students. The article is titled “Closing the Attitude Gap” 
published in the January edition of Principal Leadership. 

The title “Closing the Attitude Gap” brought forth a question. What is the attitude 
gap?  The author Baruti Kafele defines attitude gap as “the gap between the 
students who have the will to strive for academic excellence and those who do 
not.” At THS we are fortunate to have a majority of students who strive for academic excellence; however, we 
cannot overlook those who do not. In continuing with the reading, it asked the question of “how do principals 
meet the challenge of motivating the unmotivated to have the desire to excel?” This is a question which is al-
ways asked not just by principals, but also by teachers. Baruti Kafele stated that “ultimately, the student must 
want it from within.” I agree with that statement. The old saying of “you can lead a horse to water, but you can’t 
make it drink” came to my mind. I also agree with their next finding. Administrators must pay attention to the 
climate and culture of their schools. The article defined climate and culture as “its’ collective attitude.” The col-
lective attitude is the “mood (climate) and the lifestyle (culture) of the school.”  What is the mood and lifestyle 
that our students are walking into everyday? And how that mood and lifestyle affects the strive for excellence in 
our building. The article stated the focus on five key areas to ensure a school’s climate and culture is conducive 
to closing the “attitude gap”. 

1. Environment for Learning 
a. What does the overall learning environment look like at the school and classroom levels? 
b. Is it a true environment of excellence? 
c. 4 essential daily questions should be asked for an understanding of this area. 

 i. What do all students see in their classrooms that is reflective of them? 
 ii. How often do students hear that they are special, great or extraordinary? 
 iii. Do students feel comfortable exhibiting their brilliance without negative consequences 

 and ridicule from their peers? 
 iv. Is learning fun, stimulating and engaging, yet rigorous and relevant? 

2. Attitude toward Students 
a. Teachers need to demonstrate to students that they believe in them despite the behaviors that 

students might exhibit. 
3. Relationships with Students 

a. Do teachers know their students beyond their names? 
b. How do students learn, what inspires their learning, what motivates them, their experiences 

and realities, their challenges and obstacles? 
c. We must genuinely know our students. 

4. Compassion for Students 
a. It is important for teachers to demonstrate care, concern and compassion. 
b. However, it is also the students’ perception of whether or not teachers care about them. 

5. Relevance in Instruction 
a. Students must be able to see themselves both historically and culturally in their lessons. 

It is my conclusion that THS does some of these areas well and we have areas in need of growth.  It is my job 
to lead in answering all of these questions.  It is a large task, but a task which needs to be addressed, studied 
and worked on at THS. This task is one that challenges us and energizes us to become better. Striving for ex-
cellence is not only for the students. 

Mr. Tim Navara 
High School Principal 
 

THOUGHTS FROM THE HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPAL….. 
 MR. NAVARA 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 
JH Girls BB 
@ IKM-M 
4:15 
JH Wrestling 
Here 4:15 

3 
9th Boys BB 
Griswold Here 
4:30 
JV/V G & B 
BB Griswold 
Here 6:00/7:30 

4 
1:00 EARLY 
DISMISSAL 
TEACHER 

INSERVICE 
Progress Re-
ports Sent Out 

5 
JH G BB Under-
wood Here 4:15 
JH Wrestling @ 
Riverside 4:15 
BB @ Lo-Ma 
JV G 4:30; G/B 
Var  6:00/7:30 

6 
Elem. Jump 
Rope for Heart 
9th B BB Under-
wood Here 4:30 
JV/V G & B BB 
Underwood 
Here  6:00/7:30 

7 Sectional 
Wrestling @ 
12:00; Pinewood 
Derby @  Elem; 
State Large 
Group Speech @ 
West Des Moines 
Valley 

8 
 
 

9 
State Jazz Choir 
JH Girls BB T-
C Here 4:15 
JH Wrestling @ 
Griswold 4:15 
School Board 
Meeting 

10   
9th B BB 
IKM-M Here 
4:30 
JV/V G & B 
BB IKM-M 
Here 
6:00/7:30 

11    12  
JH Girls BB @ 
Riverside 4:15 
JH Wrestling 
@ Audubon 
4:15 
HS Winter 
Concert 7:30 

13 
Elem. Valentine 
Parties @ 2:15 
9th Boys BB @ 
Atlantic 4:30 
JV/Var Boys BB 
@ Atlantic 
6:00/7:30 

14 
District Wrestling 
@ 12:00 
 

15 
 

16  
NO SCHOOL 

TEACHER 
INSERVICE 

JH G BB Gris-
wold Here 4:15 
HS G/B Track 
Practice Begins 

17 
District Jazz 
Band @ Audu-
bon; JH Wres-
tling @ T-C 
4:15; Girls 
Regional BB 
Here @ 6:15 

18  
Fill Out the 
FAFSA Day 
Here 10:00 
a.m.—7:00 p.m. 

19 
JH Girls BB @ 
AHST 4:15 
State Wrestling 
in Des Moines 
Boys District 
Basketball  
 

20  

State Wrestling 
in Des Moines 
Girls Regional 
Basketball @ 
IKM-M  7:00 

21 
Large Group 
All State Speech 
@ Ames 

22 
St. Paul’s 
Chili Cook-
off in MS 
Commons 
11:30—
12:45 

23   
JH Girls BB 
Audubon Here 
4:15 
Girls Regional 
Basketball @ 
Stuart 7:00 

24  
Boys District 
Basketball 

25   

 
 

26  
Contest Speech 
Community 
Night in Audito-
rium 
 
 

27 
Elementary 
Jump Rope for 
Heart 

28  
District Individu-
al Speech @ 
Shenandoah 
Boys Sub-State 
Basketball 
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Happy Valentine’s Day!    



 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 
Girls State 
Basketball in 
Des Moines 

3 
Girls State 
Basketball in 
Des Moines 

4 
1:00 Early 

Dismissal—
Teacher 
Inservice 

Girls State 
Basketball 

 5 
Girls State 
Basketball in 
Des Moines 
JTW Elem. 
Night of the 
Arts @ 6:30 

6 
Girls State 
Basketball in 
Des Moines 

 
 

7 
Girls State  
Basketball in 
Des Moines 

8 
 

9  
Boys State 
Basketball in 
Des Moines 

10  
Elem/JH 
Honor Choir 
Boys State  
Basketball in 
Des Moines 

11 
Boys State  
Basketball in 
Des Moines 

12  
Jazz Choir 
Showcase @ 
IWCC 
Boys State 
Basketball in 
Des Moines 
Pops Concert 
@ 5:30 

13 
 End of Quarter 
Boys State 
Basketball in 
Des Moines 

14 
 

15 
 

16  
Bloodmobile 
Here in East 
Gym @ 8:00—
2:00 
G & B Golf & 
Boys Soccer 
Practices Begin 

17   

2:00 
DISMISSAL 

Parent-
Teacher Con-

ferences 
4:00—8:00  

18   
Quiz Bowl @ 
Griswold 1:00 

19 5th Gr. 
Woodmen 
Speech Contest 

2:00 
DISMISSAL 

P-T 
 Conferences 

4:00—8:00 

20 
NO 

SCHOOL 

21 
 
Prom 

22 
 

 

23 
Iowa Assess-
ments 
JH Honor Band 
& HS Inst. Fest 
Here @ 12:30 
Girls Soccer 
Practice Begins 

24 
 

25   

 
26 
 

27  
 
WIC Weightlift-
ing Champion-
ships @ Mo 
Valley 4:30 

28  
 

29  

 

 

 

30  
All State Individ-
ual Speech @ 
UNI in Cedar 
Falls 

31  

Iowa Jazz 
Championships 
@ Des Moines 
2nd & 3rd 
Grade Concert 
@ 7:00 
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Happy St. Patrick’s Day! 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Treynor Community School does not 
discriminate in its’ policies or programs 
on the basis of race, color, creed, reli-
gion, age, sex, handicap, national origin, 
marital status, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, socio-economic status or ances-
try.   Treynor Schools supports Affirma-
tive Action and Equal Opportunity Em-
ployment. 

PO Box 369 
Treynor, IA 51575 

Phone: 712-487-3414 
Fax: 712-487-3332 

We’re on the Web! 

www.treynorschools.org 

Treynor Community 
School 

POSTAL CUSTOMER 

PARENTS—CHECK LUNCH BALANCES! 

Congratulations to the following placewinners in the annual Elks Hoop Shoot Contest held 
in Mr. Van Winkle’s PE classes during the month of December: 

      8-9 year olds  10-11 year olds       12-13 year olds 

GIRLS     1st Place Lucy Scott  Keelea Navara      Averie Perdue 

     2nd Place Haley Swanson  Mia Shipley      Mandy Stogdill 

 

BOYS       1st Place Jared Schwarte  Davin Rucker       Braden Larsen 

              2nd Place       Loeck Helvie        Kaden Miller              Sid Schaaf 

The first place winner in each age group advanced to the local Elks Hoop Shoot contest held at Wilson Junior 
High in Council Bluffs on Saturday, Jan. 10th.  These students were great representatives of Treynor Elemen-
tary/Middle School—Congratulations! 

2014 ELKS HOOP SHOOT WINNERS 

Low lunch balance notices are given to students and also emailed to parents.  Please make sure your email 
address in our database is correct in order for you to receive these notices.  Students need to maintain a posi-
tive balance in their lunch account.  If at any time you would like to complete a free and reduced price lunch 
application, contact the Superintendent’s office.  If you have any questions regarding your student’s lunch ac-
count, please contact any of the school offices.   


